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Abstract Text / Texte de l’abstract
Introduction: Intraoperative awareness in children has been poorly investigated compared to adults. Two surveys 20-30 years ago suggested an incidence of 0 and 5 % respectively 1,2. We present the preliminary results of a prospective study designed to evaluate the incidence of awareness in children having general anesthesia with modern techniques.

Methods: 174 children (6-16 yrs) admitted for elective and emergency surgery under general anesthesia (any technique) were interviewed within 36 h and 1 month after surgery. We used a standard questionnaire based on the Brice interview for diagnosing awareness 3, adapted to mnesic and language capacities of children. Cases of awareness were rated as definite, probable, and unlikely. The relationship between awareness and management of anesthesia was examined.

Results: We identified 14 (8%) children with awareness, 9 (5%) had a definite and 5 (3%) had a probable awareness. 50% of the children in the definite group had an indisputable awareness during their early interview, and 100% during their late interview. There was a significant relationship between multiple maneuvres to secure airways and awareness (p<0.05). Other factors such as anxiety, premedication, myorelaxation and signs of wakefulness were not significantly associated with awareness.

Conclusion: Intraoperative awareness remains an important problem in children. Paediatric anaesthesiologists and paediatricians should be aware of intraoperative awareness and its potential postoperative psychological impact.
References:  1) Hobbs AJ et al. Anaesthesia 1988;43: 560-62.
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